HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
FREDERICK COUNTY, MARYLAND

30 North Market Street, Third Floor Frederick, Maryland 21701 (301) 600-1147

CASE NO. CR 20-02
NOMINATION TO COUNTY REGISTER
STAFF REPORT

SUMMARY
Property: Rose Hill Manor

1611 North Market Street, Frederick, MD
Applicant: Frederick County Government

Public Hearing for consideration of placing Rose Hill Manor located at 1611 North Market
Street, Frederick, on the Frederick County Register of Historic Places. Submitted by Frederick
County Government, property owner of record.

The public hearing for the nomination of the property to the Frederick County Register of
Historic Places will be held at 7:00 p.m., or thereafter, on January 6, 2021.
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DESIGNATION STATUS

The property is listed on the Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties under survey number F-
3-126 as well as to the National Register of Historic Places. Rose Hill Manor was designated to
the National Register in December 1971 under Criterion B and C for its association with
Maryland’s first governor, Thomas Johnson, and for embodying the distinctive characteristics of
types, periods, and methods of construction.

SUPPORTING MATERIALS

The Maryland Historical Trust Review form, National Register nomination form, aerial map,
topographic map, and digital photographs are included.

SITE VISITS

Rose Hill Manor is a county park and is opened to the public. Commissioners are encouraged to
visit during visiting hours to familiarize themselves with the property.

REVIEW CONSIDERATIONS

1) Analysis

The documentation provided in the National Register nomination and Maryland Inventory of
Historic Properties clearly establishes the architectural and historical significance of Rose Hill
Manor, indicating that is eligible for listing under Criteria 6B(1A), 6B(1C), 6B(1D), and 6B(2A).

2) History Summary

In 1746, Hans Peter Hoffman, who emigrated to the United States from Germany in 1733,
purchased the nearly 228-acre tract of land from Daniel Dulaney who was selling portions of his
land grant known as Tasker’s Chance. Hoffman and his wife Maria are believed to have built a
log cabin on the property where they raised their seven children. Thomas Johnson purchased
the land from Hans Peter Hoffman in 1778 and leased the property for farming for 10 years. In
1788, Johnson gifted the land to his daughter Anne and her husband Major John Grahame.
Rose Hill Manor was built as a home for herself and her husband shortly thereafter in the early
1790s. Thomas Johnson moved to the home in the early 1800s to spend his retirement years
with his daughter.

Rose Hill Manor is a two-and-a-half-story brick house, five-bays-wide on the main block. A two-
story, three-bay-wide, brick wing is attached to the west elevation of the main block. The house
is a transitional style between late Georgian and Greek Revival, built circa mid-1790s. The
property also contains several structures and landscape features that existed during the time of
the farm’s establishment.
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The property passed through several other families following the death of Anne Grahame in
1837. In 1964, the Frederick County Commissioners purchased 39.3 acres of the property for a
school site (Governor Thomas Johnson High & Middle Schools). Later, in 1968, the County
Commissioners purchased 46 acres to establish Rose Hill Manor Park and Museum as the first
County Park.

3) Historic, Archaeological, and Cultural Significance Criteria

The district is eligible for listing under this category by meeting the following criteria outlined in
Chapter 1-23-6B(1) of the Frederick County Code:

* The property has significant character, interest, or value as part of the
development, heritage, or cultural characteristics of the County, state, or nation;

* The property is identified with a person or group of persons who influenced
society; and

* The property exemplifies the cultural, economic, social, political, or historic
heritage of the County and its communities.

In 1746, Hans Peter Hoffman, who emigrated to the United States from Germany in 1733,
purchased the nearly 228-acre tract of land from Daniel Dulaney who was selling portions of his
land grant known as Tasker’s Chance. Hoffman and his wife Maria are believed to have built a
log cabin on the property where they raised their seven children. Thomas Johnson purchased
the land from Hans Peter Hoffman in 1778 and leased the property for farming for 10 years. In
1788, Johnson gifted the land to his daughter Anne and her husband Major John Grahame.
Rose Hill Manor was built as a home for herself and her husband shortly thereafter in the early
1790s. According to the National Register Nomination for Rose Hill:

Grahame was a native of Calvert County; his father Charles Grahame of Patuxent
Manor, Calvert County, was an outstanding political figure in late eighteenth-
century Maryland and a close associate of Thomas Johnson.

Major Grahame, a member of the first Board of Directors of the Frederick
National Bank, was mentioned several times in the Episcopal Vestry records of
All Saints Parish, Frederick County, 1742, as were Henry Ridgely Warfield,
William Goldsborough, Benjamin Ogle and Francis Scott Key.

Entering politics in 1813, Grahame was elected to the Maryland Legislature as a
Federalist and was nominated and accepted in 1816 as an elector of the state
senators, as was Roger Brooke Taney (1777-1864), leader of the Maryland
Federalists...
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In the first decade of the nineteenth century, the Grahame household expanded
to include Thomas Johnson, who, as a recent widower, left his home,
“Richfields”, in order to live with his daughter. Johnson retired from public life
holding no position other than that of an acknowledged leader of Frederick
County. From 1794 until his death in 1819, Johnson performed only one civic
duty: he delivered a panegyric in memory of George Washington on February 22,
1800...

Following Johnson’s death in 1819 and then Major Grahame’s in 1833, the property was listed
for sale in the Frederick Town Herald and described with improvements that consisted of the
main brick house, a brick kitchen, out houses, a two-story log building used as a quarters, a
large garden, and a peach and apple orchard. Rose Hill Manor and its outbuildings and
landscaped gardens exemplify the economic, social, and political heritage that existed in the
county during the Johnson/Grahame ownership.

The property was sold several times over the years until in 1964, the Frederick County
Commissioners purchased 39.3 acres of the property for a school site (Governor Thomas
Johnson High & Middle Schools). Later, in 1968, the County Commissioners purchased 46 acres
to establish Rose Hill Manor Park and Museum as the first County Park.

Archeological excavations in 2000 were conducted in an area proposed for a new drainage
system. This excavation identified the remains of entrances that allowed access to the full cellar
beneath the main block of the house on the east and west sides of the house. The excavation
also recovered architectural objects, kitchen-related items, and 185 miscellaneous or
unidentified items.

In 2005, the site was again part of a Phase | archeological survey for the enlargement of the
visitor parking lot area and the widening of the maintenance access road. Near the parking lot
were a mixture of 18th, 19th, and 20th century artifacts with the majority of artifacts consisting
of kitchen ceramics.

4) Architectural and Design Significance Criteria

The property is also eligible under this category by meeting for meeting criteria 6B(2A) as
outlined in Chapter 1-23-6B(2) of Frederick County Code:

* The property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method
of construction or architecture.

Rose Hill Manor features several characteristics typical of late Georgian style, which include the
symmetrical composition and classical details. The symmetrical arrangement of windows and
doors, side gabled roof, transoms over front doors, and a central hall interior plan are all
features of a Georgian style. It also represents Greek Revival with the large pedimented portico
supported by Doric and lonic columns, the fanlight in the pediment, and the entablature of
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triglyphs. The property also contains several structures and landscape features that existed
during the time of the farm’s establishment.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends Rose Hill Manor for designation to the Frederick County Register of Historic

Places pursuant to Criterion 6B(1A), 6B(1C), 6B(1D), and 6B(2A) as described in Section 1-23-6B
of the County Code.

If the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) recommends the property for local designation,
the HPC will submit a letter of recommendation to the County Council for final action.



Rose Hill Manor History

Rose Hill Manor was built between 1790 and 1795 by Major John and Anne Jennings (Johnson) Grahame
on land gifted by Anne’s father, Thomas Johnson, Maryland’s first governor. Currently the house and
grounds occupy approximately 40 acres.

Rose Hill Manor is a two-and-a-half-story brick house, five-bays-wide on the main block. A two-story,
three-bay-wide, brick wing is attached to the west elevation of the main block. The house is a
transitional style between late Georgian and Greek Revival, built circa mid-1790s. Both the main block
and wing are covered with standing seam metal gable roofs. On the main block, the center three bays
are covered by a large two-story pedimented portico supported by fluted Doric columns on the first
floor and lonic columns on the balustrade second floor. The pediment on the main facade has a
modillion cornice and raking cornice with a traceried fanlight in the tympanum. A parapet dormer is
located on either side of the pediment and contains arched windows. A central entrance is located on
each floor with two windows on either side, with 9/9 lights on the first floor and 9/6 on the second.
Sidelights and a transom surround the doorways on both floors. The north facade of the main block has
similar fenestration, but the pediment rests on the roof and the upper story central window is slightly
lowered. The entrance on this elevation is sheltered by a one-bay porch. A flush chimney rises from each
gable end of the main block.

The wing attached to the west elevation of the main block is three-bays-wide with a central entrance. It
is recessed from the south elevation by a bay but is flush with the north elevation of the main block. The
entrance has a two-light transom. Windows on this wing are 9/6 on both floors. A brick chimney rises
from the west gable end. A shed-roof porch spans the width of the north side of the wing. A formal
garden and orchard are located to the north of the house. Stone walls and post and rail fencing
surround the garden and orchard.

Other structures located at the property include:

Smokehouse/Summer Kitchen

A brick smokehouse/summer kitchen with a hipped roof covered in wood shingles is located just to the
northwest of the main house. The south elevation contains a newer vinyl door and a slated window is
located to the left of the door. Two entrances are located on the east elevation. A 1940s addition
extends from the northern elevation that houses the park offices.

Tool Shed/Ice House

A wood-framed tool shed/ice house with a hipped roof was reconstructed in 1981 and is located
southwest of the main house. A door covered with vertical wooden boards and a six-over-six double
hung window are located on the east elevation. Another door is located on the northern elevation.

Barns and milk house

The wood-sided bank barn was relocated to the property in 1978 and reconstructed in 1980. It sits on
top of a concrete block foundation and is covered with a metal gable roof. The wood sided dairy barn
was built in the early 1900s and sits on an earlier foundation. A metal gambrel roof covers the barn.
Seven pairs of 12-light vinyl windows are located on the lower level of the north and south elevations of
the dairy barn. The east elevation of the dairy barn contains a pair of 12-light vinyl windows on either

Page | 1



side of the barn doors on the lower and upper levels. The west elevation contains a pair of 12-light vinyl
windows on either side of an off-center wooden door and another pair of windows is located on the
upper level to the right. A concrete block milk house is located to the south of the dairy barn.

Log Cabin

A one-story log cabin (c. 1850) was relocated from the Nicodemus farm to Rose Hill in 1977 and was
reconstructed by 1981. A wood-shingled gable roof covers the cabin and an exterior stone chimney is
located on the northern elevation. The fagade of the cabin faces east and has double hung six-over-six
windows on either side of the door. The cabin sits on top of stone piers.

Tenant House

A two-story tenant house (c. 1890s) is located just to the west of the dairy barn. The main entrance is
on the east gable end under a one-story hipped gabled roof and is two-bays wide. The porch is covered
in standing seam metal and supported by wooden turned posts. The windows are two-over-two double
hung windows. A brick chimney projects above the southern slope of the roof. The rear, or west
elevation, contains a one-story addition that may have been a porch at one time and has since been
enclosed. Another two-story shed roof addition is located just to the north of the one-story addition. A
concrete block shed (c. 1900s) is located to the rear of the tenant house.

Blacksmith Shop

An existing building at the property was converted in the 1980s into a blacksmith shop. The main block
of this building is one-and-a-half stories covered in a cross gabled roof with wooden shingles. The east
elevation contains the cross gable as well as a sliding board and batten barn door. The south elevation
contains a central door covered in wooden vertical slats and a small window opening on either side, one
with a two-over-two window while the opening to the left of the door is boarded. The building extends
partially off the west elevation under a shed roof that is also an extension of a part of the gable roof.
The entire building is covered with board and batten siding. A chimney projects from the western slope
of the roof.

Other buildings located on the property that were added later include a maintenance building (1993),
brick restroom facility (1980), carriage museum building (1978), and farm association building (1982).

In 1746, Hans Peter Hoffman, who emigrated to the United States from Germany in 1733, purchased the
nearly 228-acre tract of land from Daniel Dulaney who was selling portions of his land grant known as
Tasker’s Chance. Hoffman and his wife Maria are believed to have built a log cabin on the property
where they raised their seven children. Thomas Johnson purchased the land from Hans Peter Hoffman in
1778 and leased the property for farming for 10 years. In 1788, Johnson gifted the land to his daughter
Anne and her husband Major John Grahame. Rose Hill Manor was built as a home for herself and her
husband shortly after in the early 1790s. According to the National Register Nomination for Rose Hill:

Grahame was a native of Calvert County; his father Charles Grahame of Patuxent
Manor, Calvert County, was an outstanding political figure in late eighteenth-century
Maryland and a close associate of Thomas Johnson.

Major Grahame, a member of the first Board of Directors of the Frederick National Bank,
was mentioned several times in the Episcopal Vestry records of All Saints Parish,
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Frederick County, 1742, as were Henry Ridgely Warfield, William Goldsborough,
Benjamin Ogle and Francis Scott Key.

Entering politics in 1813, Grahame was elected to the Maryland Legislature as a
Federalist and was nominated and accepted in 1816 as an elector of the state senators,
as was Roger Brooke Taney (1777-1864), leader of the Maryland Federalists...

In the first decade of the nineteenth century, the Grahame household expanded to
include Thomas Johnson, who, as a recent widower, left his home, “Richfields”, in order
to live with his daughter. Johnson retired from public life holding no position other than
that of an acknowledged leader of Frederick County. From 1794 until his death in 1819,
Johnson performed only one civic duty: he delivered a panegyric in memory of George
Washington on February 22, 1800...

Following Johnson’s death in 1819 and then Major Grahame’s in 1833, the property was listed for sale in
the Frederick Town Herald and described with improvements that consisted of the main brick house, a
brick kitchen, out houses, a two-story log building used as a quarters, a large garden, and a peach and
apple orchard. Col. John McPherson purchased the property in 1833 and allowed Anne to continue to
live there until her death in 1837. The sale advertisement for the property in a 1837 Frederick Town
Herald paper again mentioned the brick house and gardens, along with an ice house, bath house,
overseer’s house, a new barn and sheds for cattle, and stone wall seven feet high. The property was
purchased by William Slater in 1837 and it remained in the Slater family until 1845 when John Wilson, a
local businessman, purchased the property and extensively renovated the manor. In 1853, the property
was purchased by David Ogle Thomas for his residence. He and his family lived there until his death in
1876. It is unclear if his widow remained on the property or if the house was vacant until it sold in 1906.

For most of the first half of the twentieth century, the property was owned by the Cramer family. Noah
Cramer purchased the property in 1906 and later passed it to his son James in 1927. James leased the
house in the early 1930’s to the Reynolds Sisters who opened it as a tea room and inn. In the early
1950’s, James ended the lease and moved back onto the property. Alice (Cramer) Bowman, the
daughter of James, inherited the property in 1957. In 1964, the Frederick County Commissioners
purchased 39.3 acres of the property for a school site (Governor Thomas Johnson High & Middle
Schools). Later, in 1968, the County Commissioners purchased 46 acres to establish Rose Hill Manor Park
and Museum as the first County Park.

Archeological excavations occurred at the property in 1973 and again in the 2000s. Per the Maryland
Historical Trust’s Archeological Synthesis Project, Rose Hill Manor (18FR82) had archeological work
conducted from 1970 to 1973 with the purpose of determining the location and nature of the
outbuildings. Unfortunately, nearly all documentation from this work has been lost. In 2000,
documented excavations were conducted in an area proposed for a new drainage system. This
excavation identified the remains of entrances that allowed access to the full cellar beneath the main
block of the house on the east and west sides of the house. The excavation also recovered architectural
objects, kitchen-related items, and 185 miscellaneous or unidentified items.

In 2005, the site was again part of a Phase | survey for the enlargement of the visitor parking lot area
and the widening of the maintenance access road. Near the parking lot were a mixture of 18" 19" and
20" century artifacts with the majority of artifacts consisting of kitchen ceramics. The area along the
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access road only had two shovel test pits test positive for artifacts and no additional archeological
investigations were recommended for the area. Another archeological study was completed in 2010 for
HVAC and electrical upgrades.

Significance

Rose Hill Manor is significant for its representation of a transitional architectural style of late Georgian
and Greek Revival and for its association with the first governor of Maryland. The Statement of
Significance from the National Register nomination states:

Thomas Johnson (1732-1819), a close political associate, honored friend and champion
of George Washington whose eulogy he delivered, chose Rose Hill as his retirement
home during the end of the eighteenth century. His political career included being the
first elected Governor of the State of Maryland (1777-1779); serving as an Associate
Justice of the United States Supreme Court (1791-1793); nominating George Washington
as Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army. Johnson helped to form, and was
instrumental in the passage and adoption of, the first constitution for the State of
Maryland (1776) as well as assisting in framing the United States Constitution in 1788.
He served as a commissioner on the Board of Commissioners responsible for authorizing
Pierre L’Enfant, architect, to plan Washington, D.C., the federal city. He declined an
invitation to become the United States Secretary of State under President Washington...

In the first decade of the nineteenth century, the Grahame household expanded to
include Thomas Johnson, who, as a recent widower, left his home, “Richfields”, in order
to live with his daughter. Johnson retired from public life holding no position other than
that of an acknowledged leader of Frederick County. From 1794 until his death in 1819,
Johnson performed only one civic duty: he delivered a panegyric in memory of George
Washington on February 22, 1800. Johnson’s friendship with Washington and his
distinguished career of public service made him the obvious person to be selected to
deliver this eulogy.

Rose Hill Manor features several characteristics typical of a late Georgian style which include the
symmetrical composition and classical details. The symmetrical arrangement of windows and doors, side
gabled roof, transoms over front doors, and a central hall interior plan are all features of a Georgian
style. It also represents Greek Revival with the large pedimented portico supported by Doric and lonic
columns, the fanlight in the pediment, and the entablature of triglyphs. The property also contains
several structures and landscape features that existed during the time of the farm’s establishment.
Finally, the property is a good representation of the economic and social status of Frederick County’s
political elite.

Based on the property’s architecture, history, and association with Thomas Johnson, Rose Hill Manor
meets the following criteria for designation as outlined in Frederick County Code 1-23-6B:

1(a) The property has significant character, interest, or value as part of the development,
heritage, or cultural characteristics of the County, state, or nation;
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1(c) The property is identified with a person or group of persons who influenced society;

1(d) The property exemplifies the cultural, economic, social, political, or historic heritage of the
County and its communities; and

2(a) The property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or architecture.
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Rose Hill Manor, Main Facade, South Elevation, December 2020



Rose Hill Manor, West Elevation, December 2020



Rose Hill Manor, North Elevation, December 2020



Rose Hill Manor, East Elevation, December 2020



Rose Hill Manor, South Elevation, Main Entrance Entablature,
December 2020



Rose Hill Manor, North Entrance, December 2020



Rose Hill Smokehouse, South and East Elevations, December 2020



Rose Hill Smokehouse, North and West Elevations, December 2020



Rose Hill Ice House, North and West Elevations, December 2020



Rose Hill, Blacksmith shop, North Elevation, December 2020



Rose Hill Blacksmith shop, East Elevation, December 2020



Rose Hill Blacksmith shop, South and West Elevations, December 2020



Rose Hill Blacksmith shop, South Elevation, December 2020



Rose Hill log cabin, East Elevation, December 2020



Rose Hill Log Cabin, East and North Elevations, December 2020



Rose Hill Log Cabin, West and South Elevations, December 2020



Rose Hill Tenant House, East Elevation, December 2020



Rose Hill Tenant House, South and West Elevations, December 2020



Rose Hill Bank Barn, South and West Elevations, December 2020



Rose Hill Dairy Barn and Milk House, East Elevation, December 2020



Rose Hill Dairy Barn and Milk House, South Elevation, December 2020



Rose Hill Dairy Barn and Milk House, West Elevation, December 2020



F-3-126

Rose Hill Manor (part of Tasker's Chance)

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.

Last Updated: 01-31-2013
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